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WALSALL-born, Steve Jenkins has enjoyed a fantastic career in the music
industry that has seen him awarded over 260 platinum, gold and silver discs
and work alongside some of the biggest names in the business.

Now the 58 year-old Saddlers’ fanatic has put all of his fascinating
stories from over three successful decades into print with the launch of his
autobiography, ‘The Future is in the History’.

The book centres on his time as a music producer but also includes
stories of growing up in and around Walsall and his great passion for
Walsall FC, which began half-a-century ago and is still as strong today as it
has ever been.

It’s interesting to note that part of the inspiration behind him writing the
book came from penning a regular column for this very Matchday
Programme! “A few years back I was asked to write a column for the
programme, which I did for a few seasons,” he recalled. “I really enjoyed it
and it gave me the confidence to write.

“Around the same time there was an exhibition of my work at Walsall
Museum and whilst doing all the press and media for that, people were
constantly telling me that I should write a book on my experiences.

“I had no intention of doing so, but the more people told me it would be
a good idea, alongside a little gentle persuasion from my wife, Susan, it
convinced me to at least look into the possibility.

“I made a start under no pressure, with no contracts agreed, promises
made or deadlines to meet, just to see how things panned out. It didn’t take
long for me to decide that I really enjoyed it and everything went from
there.

“I was adamant that I didn’t want a ghost-writer; I wanted it to be a
true reflection of me and my story and the only way I was going to achieve
that was by writing the book myself.

“On reflection, writing a book is like life; you go through some highs and
some lows. If you are to be totally honest you have to go back and unlock
the bad times, which can be a very painful process but is essential if you are
to get the essence of the book right.

“The story starts with me growing up in Walsall and goes through to the
halcyon days of Jive Records, the World’s number one independent record
label, and all the artists that I have worked with over the years.

“For me, the book works on three levels. Level one is that the various
artists and records spark different memories for people from that particular
time in their own lives. Level two is that there have been no prominent
books ever written on the record business in the UK and how it worked in
its heyday; the stories I tell reveal how the artists were discovered, how

their hit songs were put together and delves behind-the-scenes on the
tours.

“Finally, the third level is that I wanted to inspire young people to chase
their dreams. My story shows that whilst it is very difficult, it is possible to
achieve something with hard work and dedication. I want to inspire the
youth of today and if I can do that for at least one kid, I will be happy.

“’Chasing your Dream’ was actually the working title of the book, but
with the record business being in trouble in the modern era, I made a
comment in an interview that the future of the business was in its history
and the title we eventually went for evolved from that. 
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THE BANKS’S Stadium Ticket Office will be open
9.00am until 4.30pm, Monday to Friday, throughout
the summer for the sale of 2012/13 season-tickets
and match tickets for our pre-season friendly fixtures.

Please check the Official Walsall FC website –
www.saddlers.co.uk during the weeks ahead for
details of season-ticket prices for the new campaign
and information regarding pre-season friendly
fixtures.

There will also be details of matchday admission
prices for 2012/13 as soon as they are confirmed.

“The book took a total of three years to write and I have learned a lot about the
writing process during this time. They say that women are much more organised and
regimented in their writing style. They will start at a set time each day and work for a
consistent number of hours on a regular basis, whereas men write more inspirationally
with no routine and a cavalier approach.

“I tried to write like a woman – but failed miserably!
“Some days I would sit down and just write for hours and hours, then I wouldn’t do

anything for days on end. What this process did tell me beyond any doubt is that I am
most definitely a man!

“I am delighted with the finished product. If I am being honest, it has turned out
better than I expected and I can’t wait for others to read it and give me their feedback.”

‘The Future is in the History’ is published  by Anchor Print Group Ltd. It has a cover
price of £25, but copies are on sale at £16.99 from Amazon.

You can find out more by logging onto the Facebook page:
http://www.facebook.com/SteveJenkinsTheFutureIsInTheHistory

Steve launched the book at Walsall Art Gallery earlier today and will be at this
afternoon’s game cheering The Saddlers on to what we hope will be League One
survival.

“I’m extremely positive about the team and what Dean Smith has done,” he added.
“If you go back to the very start of Dean’s tenure, we were a team of individuals who
were getting cut further and further adrift at the foot of the table.

“He immediately brought everyone together and led us to the Great Escape. This
team spirit has continued to develop at a great rate and will be key in us getting the
points we need from these two remaining games.

“What Dean did last season to guide us away from danger from a seemingly
impossible position was unbelievable and we haven’t had this togetherness amongst the
players for a number of years, so there is plenty of us to be positive about.”

It was during our Division Two campaign of 1961/62 that Steve attended his first
Saddlers’ game as a wide-eyed eight year-old. “It was my grandad who took me to my
first game,” he recalled. “Dad used to work for Co-op on Bridge Street, so he was always
at work on a Saturday, but grandad would take me to the matches. Dad was a fan too
and would always attend the midweek games.

“I was hooked on it pretty much straightaway.  My first hero was Allan Clarke. I was
fortunate to see his time at the club and then watched his career develop after that.

“Colin Taylor was another of my favourites – I have never seen anyone hit a ball as
hard as him!”

A few years ago, through the Official Walsall FC website – www.saddlers.co.uk , we
broke the story that Britney Spears
was a Walsall fan, but have any of
his other artists taken an interest in
the club?

“I would always be telling them
about the latest goings on at the
club and would have memorabilia
in my office, which was always a
talking point,” he went on. “I’ve
had many conversations with
Britney about the club, but most of
the time she would have a glazed
look on her face as I celebrated a
victory or lamented a defeat.

“I remember R. Kelly was over
here once for a concert at the NEC.
I took Chris Marsh along with me
and they chatted back stage after
the gig.

“A few days later we played
Leeds in the FA Cup and Match of
the Day showed extended
highlights. I was watching it and
Marshy scored before being
interviewed afterwards. R. Kelly was
in the room at the time and got
pretty excited that the guy he met
a few days earlier was on TV!

“Of all the artists that I worked
with over the years, R. Kelly was
the most talented. He had 27 hit
records over 14 years but not only
that, he could sing, play
instruments, perform and record –
the complete package.”

There are a wealth of stories
contained within ‘The Future is in
the History’ by Steve Jenkins. Make
sure you get your copy…

for ticket information 
& bookings call 

01922 651 414 / 416

OPENING HOURS: Banks’s Stadium Ticket Office – 
Monday to Friday, 9.00am until 4.30pm. 

MK DONS
Saturday, May 5th 2012 - Kick-off 3.00pm

This game is NOT all-ticket. We have been sent an
allocation, which are now on advance sale, and,
whilst availability will not be a problem, you are
advised to purchase in advance 
to avoid large queues on the 
day of the game.

Admission prices are, as follows:

£20 (adults), £13 (seniors over-65 and ambulant
disabled with free carer), £9 (juniors under-18).

Tickets will be available on advance sale up until
12.00noon on Friday, May 4th 2012.

Ticket
Office
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WALSALL FC AWARDS EVENING
Sunday, May 6th 2012 – Doors open from
7.00pm

This prestigious event will see
the presentation of eight
awards as well as a three-
course meal, entertainment
from Josh Daniels and a casino.
Tickets are £30 per person, or £250 for a table of
ten, and are on sale from the Banks’s Stadium
Ticket Office or by calling 01922-651 414/416.

STEVE’S SADDLERS’
TOP TEN

In this his 50th year of supporting The
Saddlers, we asked Steve Jenkins to

select his all-time top ten players. After
careful consideration, here is his
selection, in no particular order:

Allan Clarke
Colin Taylor

Stan Bennett
Colin Harrison
Alan Buckley
David Kelly
Mark Rees

Chris Marsh
Martin O’Connor

James Walker
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