
THE IRONING SHOP
UNIT 18 THEALDRIDGE DEPOT BRICKYARD ROADALDRIDGEWS9 8SR

LET US DE-CREASE,
SO YOU CAN DE-STRESS!

50p an item
40 items for £19.00*

20 items for £10.00*
FAST, FRIENDLY, PROFESSIONAL

SERVICE CALL:

07906 116625
Unit 18 The Aldridge Depot Brickyard

Road Aldridge WS9 8SR

www.theironingshop.net
* Terms and Conditions Apply

OPENING
TIMES

MONDAY -
FRIDAY

8.30AM TO
5.00PM

SATURDAY
9.00AM TO
1.00PM

DELIVERY&
COLLECTION
AVAILABLE

Fencing, Block Paving,
Slabbing, Rockeries,
Walling, Turfing, Hedge Trimming,
Conifer Cutting, Rubbish Removals
& Garden Clearances.
Driveway Cleaning and Grass Cutting
● 10 years’ experience
● Photo album of complete jobs
● All work undertaken carried out

by qualifed tradesmen
WE WILL BEAT ANY GENUINE LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE

Tel: 01543 361196
Mob: 07880 888431
Telephone for free quote or estimate

D.J.
Eardley

15% OAP

DISCOUNT!OPPOSITE THE
MANOR HOSPITAL

(FREE CUSTOMER PARKING)
NEW RISE & RECLINER

CHAIRS
FROM £399

MOBILITY SCOOTERS
FROM £249

CALL FOR A FREE HOME TRIAL
We also buy good secondhand

Scooters and Wheelchairs
We take most mobility products

in part exchange

FINANCE AND 0% INTEREST FREE PACKAGES AVAILABLE

Unit 1, Manor Industrial Estate,
Pleck Road, Walsall, WS2 9XX

FREEPHONE: 0800 074 6789
Telephone: 01922 614255

STEAMED UP
DOUBLE GLAZING?

Broken or DamagedWindows?
Faulty Hinges, Handles or Locks?
Want the latest energy saving glass?
5 year guarantee on new double glazing!

www.cloudy2clear.com

Don’t replace the Frames... just the Panes!

Freephone

0800 6121118
...we make saving money perfectly clear...
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Music mogul proves you
can follow your dreams
STEVE Jenkins is one of the most
powerful figures in the music
industry.
He was managing director of the world’s

largest independent record label, and he
helped discover Britney Spears.
His partnership with Coventry-born Pete

Waterman led to the production of some of
the biggest selling albums of all time.
And it all began at Walsall’s long-demol-

ished George Hotel, sometime around 1970.
For a few brief moments, Steve pauses to

relive his youth. He casts a wistful gaze as he
recalls how his life changed the day the Radio
1 Roadshow came to town, his hands move
quickly as he tries to recapture the moment.
“I can still see myself there now, I was

leaning against the back wall, and Emperor
Rosko was on the stage with his two turnta-
bles.
“I was about 14 or 15, and that was defi-

nitely themoment I wanted to be a DJ. “I saw
the lights, the radio presenters running
around. I had never seen anything like that
before.”
teve, now 56, returned to his home town

this week for the launch of his autobiography
The Future Is In The Past, published by
Anchor Print Group and available online via
Amazon. The bookwas launched at the
town’s New Art Gallery last week.
Like virtually every youngster of a certain

generation, his formative years were spent
listening to different sounds on the Dansette
record player at his home in Bloxwich.
“Probably from around 10 years of age, I

had two loves, music and football,” he says.
“I tried for a long time to perfect Cliff

Richard’s quiff, lashing on Brylcreem to hold
the creation in place.

Beatles
“My first album my father bought me for

my 10th birthday, it was Please Please Me by
TheBeatles – I think thatwas another critical
moment.”
As soon as he decidedmusic was going to be

his true vocation in life, the next stage was to
make it a reality.
“I knew I had to amass a record collection,

and I had to buy some equipment to perform
with,” says Steve. “I worked four nights a
week on the petrol pumps at theMobil garage
by the Arboretum, and in the day time I got
myself a job in Kwik Fit.
“On Saturdays I worked in my father’s

shop, the shoe department of the Walsall Co-
op in Bridge Street, and by the age of 17 I
managed to buy a Vauxhall Victor estate and
some DJ equipment.
“My first gig was at Pelsall Community

Centre, and the fee that I would have been
paid was £6, but they gave me an extra £2 for
being very good.
“That taughtme you should always do your

very best.”
As his name became known, he found

himself working the many pubs and clubs
that were popular on the disco scene in the
1970s.
“They were very happy times, I was doing

exactly what I wanted to do, you used to be
able to chat a bit between the records in those
days.”
He hoped to become a broadcaster, working

in radio, but found it tough getting a break,
and in 1973 he decided to try his hand

Steve Jenkins with his Britney Spears Steve Jenkins with musical hero Billy Ocean

Steve Jenkins with collaborator and fellow Saddlers fan Pete Waterman

Walsall-born record producer Steve
Jenkins talks to MARKANDREWS as

he launches his autobiography

working in the record industry as a
regional promotions manager.
At first hewas a little unsure – “I didn’t

see music as a commodity, I was an enter-
tainer” – but he quickly changed his
mind. “When you’ve got your own record
to promote, when you see the radio play
you have secured affects the position, and
then a television appearance affects the
position, and you see it rising up the
charts, that becomes addictive.”
His first hit recordwas the re-release of

the Small Faces’ Itchycoo Park, peaking
at No 8 in January, 1975. His first No 1
came two years later, when he guided Leo
Sayer’s When I Need You to the top spot.
He says one of the high spots of his

career was discovering Britney Spears,
while he was managing director of Jive
Records in 1997.
“We had sat on Baby One More Time

for two years, we knew it would be a hit
but we hadn’t found the right artist to
record it,” he recalls. “Britney came to
audition for us, she was with the Mickey
Mouse Club at that time. She was perfect
for that record, we knew she was right.”
At the moment he is busy promoting

the comeback tours for Steps and The
Backstreet Boys, and through all that
time he never lost sight of his other love
of football.

Saddlers
Steve has been a devoted Saddlers fan

ever since his grandfather first took him
to Fellows Park at the age of eight.
At the height of his career he would fly

from Los Angeles or New York to watch
his beloved side play. He introduced
friend PeterWaterman to the Saddlers in
the 1980s, and says the campaign to

promote Steps’ album in the ‘90s was
almost entirely devised in the back of a
car on the way to games.
He has never lost his love of his home

town, either. A former pupil of Joseph
Leckie School and Walsall Technical
College, he says apart from the times
when he was working in the US, not a
month has gone by when he hasn’t
returned to his home town.
“Imoved away to pursuemy career, but

I never wanted to leave Walsall, that’s
why I keep coming back,” he says. “Inmy
heart I still live here.”
He hopes his story will also encourage

youngsters to chase their dreams.
“It can be a rough road, I’ve hadmyups

and downs but at least when you have the
downs you are doing what you believe in.
“I hope I can inspire kids to follow their

dream. I know that’s what I did.”

Leo Sayer provided
Steve’s first no1 hit

THE BEST

Don’t miss Peter Rhodes
every Monday to Friday in

your Express & Star

OF PETER
RHODES
OUR changing language. An email arrives to

tellme: “Your parcel hasbeen receivedat our sor-
tation hub”. I hope it will soon be sortationated
and deliverified.

!!!!!!!!
A FRIEND who had a pet-insurance policy for her

cat with a £100 excess per claim, has just cancelled
it. She explains: “I never knew there were so many
animal illnesses that cost £99.50.”

!!!!!!!!
IN TORN T-shirt and tatty jeans, with tattoos,

armpits and acres of flesh on show, Russell
Branddelivered amost importantmessage to the
House of Commons Home Affairs Committee,
currently considering drug abuse. His message
was: Look at me.

!!!!!!!!
ACTUALLY, Brand was appealing for drug addicts

to be treated with compassion. Curiously enough, it
is hard to showmuch compassionwhen some junkie
with a knife is demanding your wallet.

!!!!!!!!
EAST European street gangs are reported to be

flooding into London to make the most of the
pickpocketing at the 2012 Olympics. Meanwhile
the EU, whose open-border policy makes this
nightmare possible, is demanding a 6.8 per cent
rise in its budget. So that’s two examples of day-
light robbery.

!!!!!!!!
WE HUMBLE subjects of the United Kingdom

were graciously granted a referendum on propor-
tional representation. We may be granted one on
reform of the House of Lords. But a referendum on
leaving the European Union? Not a cat in hell’s
chance. What this country really needs is a referen-
dum on whether we should be allowed referendums
on issues that actually matter.

!!!!!!!!
IN LABORATORY tests designed to find a cure

for blindness, it is reported that four out of nine
mice implanted with new cells in their eyes
managed to swim towards an exit. I am assuming
the other five ran after the farmer’s wife.

!!!!!!!!
I SUPPOSE we cannot argue with the survey of

6,000 shoppers which proves that Ikea is now
Britain’s favourite store. But such surveys tend to
overlook thosemillions of Brits for whom any form of
shopping is an admission of defeat and a purgatory
to be avoided at all costs. They are called men.

!!!!!!!!
I WONDER how many people, nursing their

loved ones with terminal illnesses, tuned in to
Radio 4’s religious spot at the weekend to hear
someGod-botherer telling us that the really great
thing about death is how it makes us appreciate
life all the more. I dream for the day when tech-
nology enables us to reach inside the radio and
punch such clots very hard on the nose. Ironi-
cally, Auntie Beeb will not allow atheists to con-
tribute to Thought for the Day - on the grounds
that they might cause offence.

!!!!!!!!
“APRIL showers bring forth . . . May showers.”

BBC monthly forecast, trying to make light of heavy
rain.


